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SUBJECT: USCO S/ME ON PLASTICS PRODUCTION - 
GOOD NEWS AND BAD 


REF: (A) USDOC 12336, (B) MOSCOW 15854 

SUMMARY: USSR MINISTRY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY HAS 
FINALLY AGREED TO SPONSOR PLASTICS PRODUCTION S/ME. 
HOWEVER, ONLY ONE WEEK, ONLY IN MOSCOW, AND ONLY 
DURING WEEK OF NOVEMBER 13. ACTION REQUESTED: 
USDOC RAPID ACTION TO CONTACT SPI AND POTENTIAL S/ME 
PARTICIPANTS TO DISCOVER WHETHER THEY BOTH WILLING 
AND ABLE TO ADJUST PLANS IN ACCORD WITH ABOVE. 

END SUMMARY. 


1 . AFTER REPEATED ATTEMPTS TO ARRANGE APPOINT- 
MENTS, COMATT AND COMOFF FINALLY SUCCEEDED IN MEETING 
ON JULY 20 WITH DEPUTY CHIEF OF FOREIGN RELATIONS 
LYSENKO AT MINISTRY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY (MIN CHEM). 
ALSO PRESENT AT MEETING WERE ZLOBIN (CHIEF OF TECH- 
NICAL DEPARTMENT OF FRD) AND BURTSEV (SPECIALIST IN 
FRD). 
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2. LYSENKO AT OUTSET STATED THAT OCTOBER 23 TO 
NOVEMBER 3 DATES WERE UNACCEPTABLE FOR S/ME ON 
PLASTICS PRODUCTION BECAUSE MINCHEM IS PREPARING 
FOR PETROCHEMICAL SHOW IN KIEV OCTOBER 13 AND 
IS HOSTING WITH ACADEMY OF SCIENCES AN INTERNATIONAL 
SYMPOSIUM ON MACROMOLECULAR CHEMISTRY WHICH WILL 
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TAKE PLACE IN TASHKENT OCTOBER 17-21. AFTER 
TASHKENT SYMPOSIUM THERE WILL BE ROUNDS OF PLANT AND 
INSTITUTE VISITS FOR MOST OF FOLLOWING WEEK, LYSENKO 
SAID. THIS PRESUMABLY WILL TAKE TIME OF MANY 
SPECIALISTS WHO MIGHT OTHERWISE ATTEND PLASTICS 
S/ME. LYSENKO AND ZLOBIN THEN NOTED THAT FIRST 
WEEK OF NOVEMBER IS ALSO POOR TIME FOR SEMINAR BECAUSE 
OF PROXIMITY TO MAJOR TWO-DAY HOLIDAY (NOVEMBER 7 & 8). 

BY TIME LYSENKO HAD REITERATED ABOVE CONFLICTS FOR 
THIRD TIME, IT WAS EVIDENT MINCHEM WOULD NOT AGREE 
TO EVENT WITHIN ORIGINALLY-PROPOSED TIMEFRAME. 

LYSENKO DID, HOWEVER, VOLUNTEER THAT NHNISTRY WOULD 
BE INTERESTED IN CO-SPONSORING S/ME HELD DURING 
WEEK OF NOVEMBER 13-17. 

3. LYSENKO AND ZLOBIN BOTH CONSIDERED UNIVERSE OF 
POTENTIAL PARTICIPANTS TOO SMALL TO JUSTIFY TWO- WEEK 
FORMAT, AND THEY FINALLY LOCKED IN ON OFFER TO 
SUPPORT S/ME IN MOSCOW ONLY. 

4. COMATT AGREED TO FIND OUT WHETHER NEW DATES WERE 
CONVENIENT TO ENOUGH COMPANIES TO WARRANT EVENT. 

IN REPLY TO QUESTION ON CHOICE OF FIRMS LYSENKO GAVE 
LIST OF EIGHT COMPANIES IN WHICH MINCHEM HAS DEFINITE 
INTEREST: AMPACXY, BINKS, BROWN PLASTICS, FINN 

AND FRAM, HAYSSEN, KILLION EXTRUDERS, REED 
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PRENTICE, AND CHEMTHERM. HE SAID SPECIALISTS ARE 
STUDYING OTHER FIRMS AND MINISTRY WILL CITE ADDITIONAL 
ONES OF INTEREST WITHIN ONE WEEK. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: USDOC PLEASE DETERMINE 
SOONEST HOW MANY OF FOURTEEN INTERESTED FIRMS (WITH 
PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON THOSE ALREADY SELECTED BY 
MINCHEM), WILL BE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN NEW TIME- 
FRAME. IF SIX OR MORE ARE INTERESTED AND ABLE, 

USCO RECOMMENDS THAT SHOW GO FORWARD. 

6. COMMENT: ABOVE NOTED LATED CHANGE IN TIMING OF 
S/ME AND RESTRICTION OF VENUE TO MOSCOW ARE REPRESEN- 
TATIVE OF DIFFICULTIES WHICH CAN BE ANTICIPATED WHEN 
INITIAL ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING WITH ACTUAL SPONSOR 
TAKES PLACE SO LONG AFTER GENERAL PROGRAM APPROVAL BY 
STATE COMMITTEE FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AND CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE. IN THIS CASE, NEITHER OF LATTER TWO 
ORGANIZATIONS, WITH WHOM WE HAD MET IN INTERIM, HAD 
INDICATED ANY AWARENESS OF CONVLICTING EVENTS IN 
CHEMICAL FIELD HERE. NOR HAD THEY FELT THAT WEEK 
ENDING NOVEMBER 3 WAS UNACCEPTABLY CLOSE TO HOLIDAYS. 
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DISCUSSIONS WITH CHAMBER (SOLNTSEV) AS LATE AS WEEK 
OF JULY 10 STILL PROVIDED NO CLUE. MEANWHILE, EFFORTS 
TO MEET WITH MINCHEM HAD PROVEN FRUITLESS SINCE EARLY 
MAY. 

7. SIMILARLY DISCONCERTING IS LATE RECEIPT OF MINCHEM 

PREFERENCES ON S/ME PARTICIPANTS, AFTER USD 

AJSCO 

FINALLY HAD BEEN FORCED TO MAKE SELECTION WITHOUT 
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SOVIET INPUT. WE SINCERELY HOPE USDOC WILL BE ABLE 
TO RETRIEVE CHEMTHERM AS PARTICIPANT AT THIS LATE 
DATE, AND THAT SUFFICIENT FIRMS WILL BE ABLE TO CHANGE 
PLANS TO NEW TIME FRAME. 

8. ON ATMOSPHERICS OF JULY 20 MEETING, IT PERHAPS 
WORTH NOTING THAT LYSENKO MADE POSITIVE MENTION OF 
MINISTER KOSTANDOV'S U.S. VISIT AND MEETINGS, AND 
MADE ONLY BRIEF PASSING REFERENCE TO U.S. RELUCTANCE 
TO TREAT SOVIET UNION AS FULL-FLEDGED TRADING PARTNER. 
WE ALSO JUDGE MINCHEM INTEREST IN PLASTICS PRODUCTION 
S/ME TO BE GENUINE. ALL IN ALL, AND IN SPITE OF 
ABOVE PROBLEMS, WE VIEW OUTCOME OF JULY 20 MEETING 
AND ATTITUDE OF MINCHEM REPS AS MORE POSITIVE THAN 
WE HAD EXPECTED, GIVEN MINCHEM'S PREVIOUS DILATORY 
AND INDIFFERENT RESPONSES TO OUR MANY INQUIRIES. 
MATLOCK 
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